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Introduc·tion 
Latin America consists o~ twenty republics which with the 
United s tates and 0anada make up the greater part of the 
Americ.as. The United Stat:es and Latin America had similar 
early beginnings. 1'hey both were settled by Europeans and 
later severed political ties with Europe in the nGreat American 
Revolution" to go on their own as independent countries. The 
United States developed rather rapidly into one of the greatest, 
if not the greatest nation of the world. 
Our ' neighbOJ:"S to the south haTe been slower in development. 
Perhaps they may never become among the great nations of the 
world, but this does not mean that they are not important. We 
live in a world of interdependence. Policies of isolation and 
self-sufficiency are . futile. 
One of the reasons why people live more comfortably now 
than in the past is the growth of trade. In the world today, 
food, · raw materials, fuels, and most manufactured goods change 
hands a~ least once and often several times before they are 
used. Among advanced people aside from farmers it i~ hard to 
find anything of which this is not true. Such exchanges come 
about basically rrom a surplus on one side and a demand on ~he 
other. 
There is both a surplus and a demand in some commodities 
of the United s tates and Latin America. 'l'hese surpliuses and 
demands are caused by def inite geographic conditions. This 
study is to examine the export commodities of Latin America and 
determine the geographic factors that aause the product to be 
included in trade with the United States. 
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Chapter I 
Physical and Social Features of Latin America 
This loose term "Latin America" is usually accepted as 
-
meaning the twenty republics of the Americas lying south of the 
United ::3 tates. This area or collection of countries is again 
broken down to include Central America, the Island Republics 
and South America. These terms will be used here merely for 
convenience in the physical group ing of the Latin American 
coun'tries. 
Central America (Including Mexico} 
·this division consists of the southern part of North Ameri 
ca from the southern boundary of the United Stat es 'to South 
America. It l ies between 7°12' and 35° north latitude. The 
land area iS 9b4,281 square miles and is shaped like a horn wit 
the wide part in the north tapering to the southeast till it 
reaches i'tS narrowest point near the connection to South 
America. The political divisions are, from north to south: 
Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica 
and Panama. These are the republics of c ent ral America. (In 
this study only the twenty Lat in American Republics will be 
included.) 
The old theory that this Trans-American land is part of a 
continuous ~ordillera from the Rockies to the Andes of South 
America has been disproven. The topography of southwestern 
North America is formed by block ranges and structural depres-
1 
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sions trending in a northwest-southeast direation. These fea-
tures continue into Mexico only to about 20°N. Here an east-
west belt of great volcanoes, many of them still active, termi-
nate North America as determined by geologic structures. 
From 20°N to South America, Central America is made up of 
two distinct geologic regions. The dividing line of the region 
is the continuous belt of lowland that stretches diagonally 
across Nicaragua. North of here the geologic structures have 
an east-west trend. In the west these structures are covered 
by volcanic ash, but in the east there emerge folded and faulte 
ranges and structural valleys. These west-east structures pass 
under the 0aribbean and then emerge in the formation of Cuba, 
Jamaica, Hispaniola, Puerto Pice, and the Virgin Islands. These 
islands therefore belong geologically to the area of Central 
America from southeastern Mexico to the lowlands of Nicaragua. 
The other geologic region south of the lowlands of Ni~a­
ragua to South America is formed by folded structures with some 
active volcanoes in places. These surface features have a 
general northwest-southeast t .rend . turning south into Colombia. 
There is very little level land here, with the exception 
of the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico. Geologically Yucatan is 
related to the limestone formation of Cuba and Florida. It is 
very rugged with the highest mountain areas near the Pacific 
coast. 
T~ere are three basic climatic f actors that govern the 
alimate of the area and they are--the temperature of the adjoin-
!=-=--~ -----~==========~================================~======= 
ing water bodies, wind directions and el~·va tion.1 
The waters of the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea on 
the ~ast are warm, with an average annual surface temperature 
of about 82°F. The Pacific, off the coast of lower California 
south to about 20°:N. latitude is cold. -1'his not only .causes 
the winds from the northwest to be chilled, but they are unable 
to pick up moisture making northwestern Mexico very dry. To 
the south, however, the water temperature increases, reaching 
a maximum around the gulf of Panama and the north west coast of 
South America. The average surface temperature of the Pacific 
8 0 near the Panama C~nal is 0 F. Air passing over these warm 
water bodies picks up a great deal of moisture, and if the air 
is forced to rise the water vapor will condense to form clouds 
that will give rain. 
The prevailing winds are a second factor in the climate of 
the are.a. l!'rom the northwe.st there are onshore winds caused by 
the North Pacific area of high pressure, and these are cool, 
drying winds. From the southern coast of Mexico to Panama where 
the coast faces the equator there are prevailing offshore winds 
coming from the northeast. 1'hese winds are often interrupted 
by local monsoons. In summer the air over the land is heated 
and rises forcing an indraught of air from the Pacific. On the 
Caribbean and Gulf coasts, north to Yucatan, the wind directions 
are east and northeast. North of here the winds are from the 
east, southeast and south. Rainfall is closely related to the 
wind directions. The east coast received ample rain with the 
3 
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WEATHER STATISTICS FOR SELECTED STATIONS IN CENTPJffi AMERICA 
Vera Cruz Mexico Cit.r Colon San Jose 
-- --
Altitude (feet} 49 7,474 164 },724 
temp. of. 
January 70.0 55·0 80.0 66.0 
February 71.2 57·0 80.0 66 .~ 
March 74·1 90~6- ~o.5 67. 
April b6:~ b}.9 80.g 68.7 May 64·9 80.9 68.9 
June 81.3 6}.g 80.3 68.2 
July 80.6 t>2.1 80.3 67.6 
August 81.1 62.1 d0.3 97·6 September 80.;:t. 61.0 80.2 b7. 
October 78·4 5~-0 80.4 §~.3 November 74·7 5 • 5 . 79·9 t> ·~ Deaember 71.2 54·0 79· 3 65 • . 
Year 76.6 59·9 80.2 67.5 
Range 11.3 10.9 1.6 3.1 
Rainfall (inches) 
January 1.0 0.2 3.z 0.6 February 0.6 0.2 1. 0.2 
March 0.5 0.5 1.6 0.8 
April O.b 0.7 4·3 1.8 May 1.8 l.Q 12.4 g.o _., 
June 11.4 3.9 13.3 8·5 JUly 13.0 4·5 16.0 .3 August 10.7 4-b 14·7 9·5 September 12.0 3-9 12.5 12.0 Oatober 5·7 1.b 15.1 11.8 November 3.1 0.5 20.7 5·7 December 1.0 0.2 11.4 1.b 
Year 60.2 22.8 127.3 70.8 
exceptions of the northwest tip of YuQatan and the northern east 
coast of l!exico. 
In general, precipitation in the area occurs mostly in 
summer. .January, .B'ebruary and March are the driest months, 
while the season of rain extends from May to November. The 
Pacific coast is the driest area, expeoially in the north. The 
Caribbean region has rain throughout the year with a maximum in 
summer. '.Che rainfall is heavier on the upland slopes than in 
the lowlands. The highlands receive a somewhat more uniform 
rainfall, but it varies from place to place from about 15 inches 
to 200 inches. 
The third controlling climatic factor is altitude. In all 
the Central American countries, the cool areas are in the high-
lands. Here average temperatures are much lower than in the 
coastal lowlands. Generally an area below 3,000 feet is consid-
ered tropical (tierra caliente); above 6.000 feet is considered 
the cold zone (tierra fria); in between is the tierra templada--
it is here most of the people prefer to live. 
On the higher land both air and water drainage are good; 
there are fewer mosquitoes and other insect pests; agricultural 
conditions are· good; temperatures are lower;. and both human and 
animal life is healthi~r. 
The Island Republics 
TWC) Garribbean islands are included in Latin America,--Cuba 
and Hispaniola. Cuba is one republic and Hispaniola is divided 
into Haiti on the west and The Dominioan Republie on the east. 
5 
These islands are. formed by the continuation of the west-east 
volcanic mountains of Central America from souther Mexico to 
the lowlands of Nicaragua. These mountains go bepeath the 
Caribbean emerging in various places to form most of the islands 
of the West Indies. Some of the mountainous island still have 
more or less active volcanoes, and two of them have erupted 
with great violence during the present century. 
Cuba's area covers 44,217 square miles. It is about 750 
miles in length and varies in width from 25 to 160 miles. About 
one-fourth of the island is mountainous with the highest moun-
tains in the southeast. Her elevations up to 7,000 feet are 
reached. 
Hispaniola has an area of 30,032 square miles. It is more 
than three-quarters mountainous, with elevations of 10,000 feet 
being reached in the mountains near the center of the island. 
The islands have a truly temperate climate, the controlling 
factors here are mainly the warm waters of the Caribbean, pre-
vailing winds and elevation. Near sea level the average annual 
temperatures are from 77·5°F. to 79•5°F.; at 1,500 fee.t, about 
700~1 .; and at 4, 900 feet about 60°:Et. Annual ranges of tempera-
r Q 
ture are only about b or 7 F. 
The prevailing winds are the Northeast Trades. They are 
usually drying winds, but as they are forced to rise over land, 
they lose their moisture. No place in Cuba is de.ficient in rain. 
The island gets ample moisture in varying amounts in different 
sections. .liere the leeward sides of the mountains are in the 
6 
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~~A~~R STATI STICS FOR SELECTED STATIONS IN THE 
ISL.AND REPUBL.ICS 
Habana Port-all-Prince (Hudad Trujillo 
Alt. l feet l 79 -121 59 
Temp. F. 
January '(1.6 78.1 75·7 February 72·5 7~ ·4 '{5· b 
March 7t·3 79·2 75·9 April 7 .8 80.2 77·4 
May 78.8 81.1 79·0 
J"une ($1.5 82.8 79·7 July 82.4 84.0 C$0.2 
August 82.2 83.5 81.0 
September 81.1 82.2 bl.O 
October 79·0 80.8 80.4 
November 75·6 7g·5 79·2 
/ December 72·5 7 ·4 77.2 
Year 77 ·~ 80.7 78-4 Range 10. 5·9 5·4 
Rf. (inches) 
January 2.9 1.2 2.5 
.I!1ebruary 2.0 0.8 1.3 
March l.g 4·0 2.4 
April 2.2 6.7 3. ~ May 4·7 b.o 5· June b.~ 4.0 5·9 July 4· 2.~ 7·1 August 5·3 4· b .g September 5·9 7·7 7·1 October b.5 7·4 7-0 November 3.2 4·2 5·1 
.December 2.4 0.9 2.0 
Year 48.3 54·4 57·7 
I 
!I 
hurricane path and are sufficiently supplied with rain. Haiti, 
however, has the leeward sides of her mountains left arid by 
insufficient rain. 
:E'ew parts of the world offer aalimate of greater comfort, 
especially in places exposed to the sweep of the trades than do 
the West Indies. There are no stimulating effects of rapid 
weather changes needed by some people, but most people find they 
can 1ive in these islands with a maximum of comfort and without 
losing their capacity to work. 
South America 
Probably the greatest disadvantage of this continent is 
that it has it~ greatest mass at the tropics and tapers towards 
the middle latitudes. There is comparatively l ittle land be-
yond 20°S latitude. North America is just the opposite--with 
' 
the greatest land mass in the higher latitudes and tapers 
toward the tropics. 
Like Central America, the coastal plains are for the most 
part very narrow, with the mountains coming down close to the 
sea. The main exceptions are the delta of the Rio de la .Plata 
and the Bampa adjoining it. 
In the interior of South America there is a great central 
plain that extends north and south just east of the Andies. 
Except for mountains that out off the plains of the Orinoco in 
the north, these plains extend the length of the continent. 
The three chief surface divisions of the continent resemble 
in a general way North America. As Preston E. James in his 
8 
book Latin America states: 
"On the west are the re·latively younij Andes; 
on the east are. the Bra·zilian and Gianna highlands, 
geologically much older than the Andes, now partly 
covered by stratified rocks and lava flows, and in 
places surmounted by the massive stumps of ancient, 
worn-down mounta ins ; and in the central portion of 
the continent lie the plains of the Orinoco, the 
~azon, and the Paraguay-Parana-Plata, .filled with 
debris from the a-osion of the highlands on either side.n 
South America contains ten of the Latin American Rep~blies, 
they are: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, B~uador, 
Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela. It contains the largest 
and most prosperous of the twenty republics. The continent 
extends from 12°30' N. latitude to about 56° s. It covers an 
area of 7,200,000 squa re miles. It has many different climates, 
and the arrangement of the climatic types on either side of the 
equator follows the general symmetry of dher continents with 
reference to west and eas.t coasts. 
On the west coast of South America there is in the southern 
part of Chile the cool rainy climate of higher latitudes, t hat 
correspond to the regions in North America of southern Alaska 
and British Columbia. Middle Ghile has a Mediterranean climate 
like the coast of California; with mild temperatur es, a wet 
winter and a dry summer. 
After passing the Aiedit erran.ean climates heading toward 
the e.qua tor, rainfall diminishes till there are desert condi-
tions. In North America, we have the Great American Desert t ha t 
includes southern 0alifornia and north\vestern Mexico. In South 
. . . 
America is the Atacama Desert that includes the coast from 
9 
northern Chile to Ecuador. The Atacama goes to within a few 
degrees of the equator whereas the North American desert ends 
0 
about 20 N. 
Equatorward from these dry areas we find warm humid eli-
mates, especially on the west coasts of Panama, Colombia and 
Equador. 
The east coast of South Ameriaa can only be compared with 
North America from the Equator to about 35°S. Up to here there 
are moist warm climates, with the exception of a portion of the 
northeast coast of Brazil tha t has irregular rain and fre.quent 
drought. Inland from Rio de Janeiro to Buenos Aires · on the 
higher land the climate is very similar to · that of the southern 
Appalachians of southeastern United State$. 
On south from Buenos Aires, the rainfall diminishes until 
desert conditions ocaur just beyond 40°S. to the Straits of 
Magellan. This dry area extends to the west as far as the Andes 
and continues northward on the eastern side of the mountains to 
about 25°s. 
The .Andes themselves have varied olimatic conditions. Ele-
vation gives these areas cooler climates, and pr~oipitation 
depends on conditions such as windward and leeward slopes, etc. 
As for the great interior of the continent, it lies well 
within the tropics. This great area has rather high temperatura: 
and adequate rain in most cases. T~e rain in the western Amazon 
Basin is distributed evenly throughout the year, while the east-
ern Amazon area has two rainy seasons. North and south of here 
10 
V/EATHER STATISTICS FOR SEL:ECTED STATIONS IN SOUTH .AUERICA 
li Puerto Montt 
1: A1 t • ( ft • ) 3 3 
jl Temp.( F.) 
'
January 
.February 
.\M.arch 
11April 1r May 
i1June 
II July iAugu.st 
I
I. September 
!october 
'' November liDeaember 
~ ear 
Range ,, 
kf. (in.) 
I 
!January 
1~ebruary 
\ 
l,[aroh 
April 
!
May 
!June 
I July 
:August 
I 
rSeptember 
loatober 
November 
·Decemb~r 
II 
I 
51.8 
13.6 
86.1 
Valparaiso 
135 
o.o 
o.o 
0 4 
o:6 
3.8 
5·7 
' 4·0 2.6 
1.3 
0.4 
0.3 
0.2 
19-3 
I qui que 
30 
o.oo 
o.oo 
o.oo 
o.oo 
o.oo 
o.oo 
0.04 
o.oo 
o.oo 
o.oo 
o.oo 
o.oo 
' 0.04 
Guayaquil 
39 
79·3 
79·3 
79·7 80.4 
78.8 
77·4 
75·4 
76.1 
77·2 76.6 
78·4 80.2 
9·7 
' 10. 5 
7·4 
5·3 
2.1 
0.7 
0.4 
o.o 
0.1 
0.4 
0.3 
1.9 
Quito 
54·7 
54·5 
54·5 
54·5 
54·7 
54·7 
54-·5 54·7 
54·9 
54·7 
54· 5 
54·7 
II 
'I 
1: 
I' 
,, 
'I 
!J 
II 
II 
I 
I 
I. ,, 
:J 
11 
l_ 
I) 
,: 
,I 
I 
I 
'I 
---1 
\I 
\! 
WEATHER STATISTICS FOR SELECTED STATIONS IN SOUTH AMERICA 
,! 
I !; 
I' II 
1: II Al t • ( :ft • ) 
1 
Temp.(F.) 
~~ January 
] 1 ebruary 
March 
April 
M:ay 
· June 
\ .ruly 
August 
September 
October 
November 
1 December 
I 1 Ye~r 
j :Range 
i 
I! R:f.( in.) 
1 January 
I
I; February 
;March 
1
April 
.May 
!June 
,· July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
!. December 
,j I; 
1 ~ Year 
1: 
I' 
,I 
ii 
II 
caracas 
3, 419 
0.9 
0.4 
0.6 
1.6 
2.8 
4·3 4~1 
4-3 4.0 
3.9 
3·4 1.7 
31.9 
' Be1em 
.33 
7b.1 
77·4 
77·7 78.1 
70.8 
78.~ 
78.b 
78.8 
78.8 
79·5 
79·9 
79·3 
7·6 13.3 
17.0 
17.8 
11.8 
9·1 
2.3 
2.8 
o.6 
0.') 
o.6 
2.6 
Recife 
.. 98 
80.2 
5·2 
2.0 
3-5 6.; 
8.6 
10.8 
11.2 
10.3 
6.3 
2.7 
1.0 
1.1 
1.1 
Rio de Janiero 
197 
78.6 
79·0 
77·7 
75·2 
72.0 
bq.6 
68.[ 
69.6 
70.3 
71.8 
73·9 76.6 
.Buenos 
Aires 
82 
3.1 
2.8 
3. 9 
4.8 
2.8 
2.0 
2.1 
2.2 
2.9 
3.3 
4·0 4.0 
li 
I 
\\ 
'I I 
I 
I 
i! II 
'I 
\1 
I' 
II 
·' 
'I 
I 
I 
l 
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IL __ 
II 
!I I 
li 
. 1: 
I' ! 
' 
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I WEATHER STATISTICS FOR S·ELECTED STA'r IONS I 
II 
I I 
!I 
Puerto Madryn San Juan 
II Al t • ( ft. l 
11 Temp.( F.) 
46 2,l78 
68.8 January 7~-8 Febru.ary 69·4 7 -~ il Marah 64;.0 ~1 • . 
I, April 58.6 3.0 
I May 51.2 5~·4 Jlilne 44·9 4 ·~ 
1 July 44·5 48. 
.August 47-0 52.0 
J
1 
Sept ember 50.8 ~8.8 Oatober · 55·0 5·2 
November ~~:~ 70·7 Deaember 75·9 
ij Year . 56·7 63.5 
J: Range 24·9 29.3 
I 
II R:f'.( in.) 
( January o.~ 0.8 
1 February o. 0.7 
Mar-ah 0.6 0.4 April o. 0.1 
·May o.~ o.o I June o. o.o 
July 0.5 0.3 
!August 0.3 0.1 
Se ptember o.~ 0.1 Oatober o. 0.2 
I November 1.3 0 .. 2 
Deae~ber 1.4 0.4 
Year 5·9 :;. 5 
IN SOUTH .AMERICA 
Cuyaba Mana us 
541 148 
80.8 ~9·9 80.6 0.1 
80.8 79·7 80.4 ~9·9 78·4 0.1 
75·0 80.1 
74-8 80.6 
~8.1 81.~ 1.3 82. 
82.6 82.8 
81.7 82.2 
81.0 80.6 
79·~ 81.0 7· 3.1 
e·6 9·2 
. ·9 9·0 8 .. 1 ~-6 4-1 
·5 2.0 7-0 
o.:; :;.6 
0.2 2.2 
0.1 1.2 
2.0 2.0 
0.4 4.0 6.o 5· 5 7·9 7·7 
54·7 &3·7 
' 
'I 
II 
,I 
II 
i! 
' I• I 
II 
:I 
II 
I 
I 
h 
" !j 
il 
t\ 
li jl 
'I 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I: 
I 
:I !, 
I' I 
I 
'I 
II 
I 
1\ 
I 
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are mostly areas of summer rain. 
Some of the areas of South Ameriaa, as was mentioned, have 
similar climates to areas of North America. But there is an 
important fact to keep in mind, that no place in South America 
do we find extremes of temperature. As stated by Fred A. Carl-
son in his Geog~aphy of Latin America: 
ttUniformity in temperature marks the climates 
of South America, primarily beaause most of the area 
lies in low latitudes. The co.ntinental climates of 
North America, Europe, and Asia, with their extreme 
range in temperature, differ from those of South 
America. Nowhere in the continent according to 
available records is the range in temperature from 
winter to summer more than 30°. This slight vari-
ation is due to the narro\vness of the land in the 
higher latitudes and to the adjacent oceans." 
Population 
Latin America includes 8,660,000 square miles of territory 
and has a population of 125,000,000 people. This gives the 
region a population density of only 14.8 persons per square 
mile. This compared with that of the United States and Europe 
is very low, in :fact, Australia is the only continent with a 
lower density. 
United States 
Europe 
Square Miles 
3,022,387 
3 t 875,000 
Population 
131,669,275 
465,000,000 
Persons per 
Square 1-Ule 
43 
120 
Most of the people of the region are grouped in "core 
areas", with a central city of rather dense population surround-
ed by a sparsely settled rural area. In between these core 
areas are miles of relatively uninhabited land less favorable to 
2 
habitation. Some of the countries have only one core area, 
14 
others have one main cere with similar lesser areas. 
The economic, social, political and cultural life of a 
region generally focuses on only one "large" central city, and, 
as a result of this, the local lines of travel and transporta~ 
tion also converge on this one center. 
There is very little inland intercity communiaation in 
Latin America, the main reason for this being the early history 
of the area with Spain the center of administration, and the 
high cost of road building and maintenance on the rugged terram 
This puts an important stress on water transportation. In 
South America we find the larger cities along the coasts. There 
are no great inland centers that cound co~respond to Chicago. 
At the beginning of the nineteenth century, Latin America 
had about fifteen million people, and the United States had 
3 
about five million. 
The soaial and economic evolution of the two areas followed 
along different lines. The United. States was colonized and 
settled mostly by family groups, whereas in mos t regions of 
Latin America, Sl!lldiers, prospectors, priests and members of 
religious orders formed the spearhead of settlement. It has 
been said that "Greed, Gold, and God" were the motivating forces 
which led the Europeans to the New world. 
In the highland region from M:exico to Chile where advance·d 
Indian culture was found, a great deal of racial admixture took 
place with the. Spanish conquerors.. The Indians were taken and 
forced to work as slaves of the Spaniar~. 
15 
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In Brazil and the West Indies where less numerous and less 
advanced natives were found, they were decimated by one means 
or another and African negroes brought in as a labor supply. 
There were no other great waves of migrati on to Latin 
flit America ~ill recent times when Europeans (mostly Germans and 
Italians) moved into the areas of southern Brazil, Argentina 
and Chile. 
Today we find a dominant Indian population in Mexico, 
Guatemala, Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia. Haiti is a negro republi 
and there are also a good many negroes around the Caribbean 
area and in :Srazi1 . 'l'here is a dominant white population in 
Argentina, Urugnay, Chile, Costa Rica and Cuba. 
Southern Brazil and Argentina have showed the greatest 
economic progress in recent years. For the most part Latin 
America is a land of poverty, with many pesple living as their 
ancestors did years ago. A good example of this is Mexico City 
with its sharp contract of old and new; it combines the romance 
of a rich historical ba ckground dating back to the days of 
Cortez with the brilliance of the twentiet h century eivilizatio 
in ·eapital. ~rhe pack burrows, _ox carts, and primitive farm 
huts remind one of the past; the modern motor car, neon signs, 
the large off ice buildin~and modern villas are all a part of 
Mexie:o City. 
16 
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c ·ount·r.y Year 
Argentina 1943 
Bolivia 1942 
Brazil 1942 
Chile 1943 
.Colombia 1943 
CostaRie:a 1943 
Cuba 1943 
Dominican 
Republic 1944 
Ecuador 1943 
El Salvada:-1943 
Guatemala 1943 
Haiti 1941 
Honduras 1943 
Mexica -. 1943 
Nicaragm 1942 
Panama 1940 
Paraguay 1941 
Peru 1943 
Uruguay 1941 
Venezuela 1943 
~ . .=::.. ... .:.=--:::::.;:==-· 
TABLE I 
DATA ON THE OTHER AMERICAN REPUBLICS 
National Income Automotive (total in !1000's} (per capita) Literacy . Radio Sets Registration 
$2,531,020 $182 85 
120,150 34 20 
4,7~0,000 10~ 50 5 4,710 10 76 721,~60 75 43 94, 80 134 82 
551,000 115 6o 
. ' . 
100,460 51 33 
107,000 34 38 
103,~00 ~~ 21 303, 6o 33 
~4,390 20 8 
8,040 58 52 1,7~6 , 880 84 55 
2,870 61 30 
45,000 771 65 
20,810 . 20 25 
458,530 62 t~ 255.720 117 
800,000 200 30 
- ---- - -· - -·-'--=---====-=-======= 
1,336,000 444,868 
4Q,OOO ~,1~4 8g8,ooo 21 .5 t 
250,000 55.51 
175,000 32,042 
25,000 3,987 
250, 000 47.722 
13,000 2, 463 
29,000 5,898 
11,000 4,074 
40,000 4,338 
5,000 2,483 
11,800 1, 342 
750 , 000 178,033 
6,000 1,484 
26,ooo 18, ~32 
14~ , 000 1, 61 7 ,000 30,600 
125,000 65,121 
100,000 34,239 
Continued 
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TABLE !-Cont. 
DATA ON THE OTHER .MffiRICAN REPUBLICS 
country 
Railway Highway 
Telephones Area Population Mileage Mileage 
----
Argentina 1,076,966 13,709,238 28,775 253,115 460,857 
Bolivia 41 ,040 3,533,900 1, 407 3,710 4.750 
Brazil 3,~~g:~~g 4~:i1g:~gg 21,253 130,000 290,900 Chile 5,120 25,334 91,000 
Colombia 439,828 9,~23,200 2,. 046 14,245 42,200 
Costa Rioa 19,238 72,04; 408 1,771 2,560 
Cuba 44,218 4,7~8,58; ;,o88 2,324 68,483 
Dominican Rep. 19,332 1, 7 8, 163 150 3,180 3,100 
Ecuador 125,000 3;105,541 800 4,240 7,100 
El Salvador 13,1~6 1,862,980 f~l 3,6~1 3, 411 Guatemala 42,3 4 3,410,762 1~6 3,8 2 2,.327 Haiti 10,700 3,000,000 1,545 2, 000 
Honduras 5~, 161 1,154,338 830 780 ].,. <9143 Mexico 75 ,258 19,653,552 12,740 43,711 ' 175-~ 1.00 
Nicaragua 57.9~5 1,013,646 283 3,151 1,610 Panama 34,1 6 631, 37 1~8 928 6, 40 Paraguay 16g,26 1,014,~~; 
2, J4~ 4,122 3,800 Peru 513,435 7,396· 7 18,641 35bl~l Uruguay 72,170 2,14 .545 1,810 8, 514 46, ~ 
'Venezuela 352,143 3,996,095 815 ;,450 31, 50 
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CHAPTER II 
LEADING COMMODITIES OF J .. AiiN AMERICA'S EXPOB'£ '£RADE 
AND 
LEADING COMI':iODITIES IN 'l'fu\ DE WI'l'li T~ UNI'l'.b;D ST.ATES 
Uhapter II 
Latin American Trade 
Tne products that constitute the bulk of Latin American 
exports are few in number. Minerals make up the greatest in 
value of exports followed by agriGultural and pastoral products, 
forest products,and· least in value are manufactured goods. The 
American Republic.s have traditionally bee,n exporters of the 
extr(tive industries, except for meat and a few other products 
directly connected with primary industry. Manufacturing has 
been negligible. (See Table II, p. 23) 
Most of the American Bepublics have depended on only one 
or two products for the bulk of their export. For example, in 
1938 petroleum accounted for more than 90% of Venezuelan ex-
ports, and coffee for more than 80% of E.l Salvador's. In nine 
·Of the twenty Latin American Repulics the leading export ac-
counted for more than 50% of the total and in seven more the 
two leading exports together acaounted for more than 50% of the 
total. 
Prior to World War II the leading nations trading with 
Latin America were the United States, Great Britain, ]'ranee, 
Germany, Ita ly and Japan. Foodstuffs and raw materials were 
shipped and manufactured and processed goods were received. 
After the outbreak of war the demand of the chief belligerent 
nations, and of the United States in particular, for raw ma-
terials essential to war production was almo s t insatiable. As 
20 
the conflict drew to a close, world demand for foodstuffs and 
feedstuffs from the Western Hemisphere was also greatly increa~ 
ed as a result of the disruption of agricultural production in 
the war devastated regions. 
This demand for Latin American products caused an excess 
of exports over imports and as a result there has been an 
accumulation of gold and dollars by the American Republics. 
This accumulation was gained mostly from transactions with the 
United States where exports greatly outnumbered imports. 
fhe war conditions were exceptionally favorable to Latin 
America in her economic development, but although her exports 
increased in volume, they were not greatly increased in numbers 
of new products.(See Table II, p.23) The products that made up 
·the greater value of exports ih 1937 and 1938 still made up the 
greater value in 1946 and 1947· 
Since her products are the same for prewar and postwar 
years, and the precentage of the lea ding products to the total 
export values are very much alike, prewar trade figures will be 
used in this study as they are the closest to what may be called 
normal times. 
For this study the export and import lists of 1936 to 1938 
will be used. These were prosperous years for the American 
Republics, and it was a time when their trade 'vl!ith the United 
States arid European markets were. at a maximum. 
During the war Latin American exports to the United States 
exceeded imports.. After the war when tractors, loaomot i ves, 
21 
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turbines and other developmental equipment were again available 
the reverse condition came about. The dollar reserves that 
were built up are dwindling with the excess of imports over 
exports. 
As the Republics gradually pass from agricultural to 
industrial or semi-industrial economies they will want st i ll 
more of our products. 'lrrade by its nature, cannot be a one-
way affair, unless we buy from them, they cannot go on buying 
fr om us. 
]'allowing are seven tables of statistics of La t i n American 
trade. f hey show the export products of batin America; they 
give a n idea of her expor t trade with other countries; and they 
show the products tha t enter in her trade with the United 
States • 
. 'l1able II--'i1his names principal products. There are t wenty- f our 
in numb er, seven are minerals, seven are tropical products, six 
are crops other than tropical, and three are animal products. 
Only one i s a manufactured product. 'l'hese represent a bout 75% 
of the value of all the exports of the t wenty Republics. 
'l1able III--Most of the Amerioal Republics have depended on 
only one or two products for the bulk of t heir export. 'l'his 
table shows the position of the leading export commodity for 
each country. 
f able IV--Here it is shown .that from 1932 to 1942 Latin America 
as a whole carried on a greater value of trade with the United 
States than any other na"tion. 
Table V--out of twenty of L~tin America's chief exports, t .he 
United States in 19?8 took the greater percentage of eleven. 
Table VI--0! the twenty leading Latin American exp0rts, thirteen 
are listed in a group of twenty leading exports to the United 
~ tates. This list of twenty products contains five minerals, 
eleven tropical products, three animal products, and one temper-
ate crop. Another fact shown here is that the American Repub-
lics supply over 90% of eight of these products imported into 
the United States. 
Table VII--In evaluating exports and imports not only the pro-
ducts that make up the greatest value are to be considered. 
The Munitions Board of the United States lists the strategic 
and critical materials obtained from Latin America. 
Table VIII--Shows that Latin Americ,a is not a great manufactur-
ing region. To a certain degree we can get a good idea of the 
economic advancement of each region. 
I' 
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TABLE I I 
24 PRINCIPLE EXPORTS OF LATIN AMERI CA I N PREWAR AND POSTV/AR YEARS 
(arranged in order of importance in value to the total exports in 1947) 
Products· 
Petroleum 
Coffee 
Sugar 
Cotton 
Meat 
Maize 
·wheat 
Hides 
Wool 
Copper 
Linseed oil 
Leadt silver, zinc 
Cotton fabrics 
Cacao 
Lumber 
T'in 
Bananas 
Ri ce 
Tobacco 
Quebracho 
Nitrate 
Vegetable wax 
Value of ~xports 
{Millions of u.s •. Dollars} m fq38 1m 1911 
320 ~ 7 323.5 468.0 787·5 
268.7 229. 8 597·5 748-4 
147·7 115-3 399·4 703. 9 
96.2 77·8 242·5 26Q . 2 
113.5 113.2 177·1 22b .2 
196·7 59·2 124.3 212.3 
158.2 59.0 89.0 197.6 
89 .2 57·6 144-8 19q·7 
97·1 85.3 166.2 17b.8 
133.0 87.2 1~9-3 175·6 
113.0 
·0.7 
29.0 
5·9 
22.0 
30.6 
; 2.:8 
17-1 
14.1 
39.1 
7·3 
99· 6 
0.2 
21.3 
6.6 
17.3 
29·9 
3·5 
15·7 
11. 6 
3~-5 
b.O 
b4.6 135-1 
9b.3 135.0 
g8.4 100.3 
54·0 92.0 
44.6 57·5 
52.0 54·5 
43.2 53·9 
44.6 53·4 
67·9 46.8 
24.3 35·9 
37.2 35.5 
33.2 24.8 
Source--James , Preston E., Lat in America, p. 800 
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Value of Exports as % 
of total e-xports from 2000ublics 121 1938 114§0 
13.6 
11.4 6.; 
4.1 
4. 8 
8.4 
6.7 
3.8 
4-1 
5·7 
4-8 
1.2 
0.3 
0.9 
1.3 
0.1 
0.7 
o.6 
1.7 
0.3 
18.2 
13.0 
6.5 
4·4 
7·4 
3.3 
3.3 
3.3 
4-8 
4·9 
5·6 
1.2 
0.4 
1.0 
1-7 
0.2 
o.g 
0.7 
1.8 
0.3 
10.5 
13.4 
9·0 
5·4 
4.0 
2.8 
2.0 
3.3 
3·7 
2.g 
1.5 
2.1 
2~0 
1 . 2 
1.0 
1.2 
1.0 
1.0 
1.5 
o.s 
0. 8 
0.7 
13. 5 
12.7 
12.0 
4· 4 3.0 3.6 
3-4 
3.3 
3.0 
;.o 
2.3 
2.1 
l.'"l 
1.6 
1.0 
'0•9 
.: o.g 
. 0.9 
0.8 
0.6 
o.6 
0.4 
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TABLE III 
RELATIVE POSITION OF PRINCIPAL COHMODITIES IN THE EXPORT TRADE OF 
LATIN AMERIC.~ COUNTRIES 
(average 1936 and 1938) 
Leading 2nd 3rd All 
Country Commodity ~ COIJlii!Odity if Commodity ~ Other ~ 
Argentina corn 26.9 linseed 12.8 wheat 10.3 50.0 
Bolivia tin 71·4 silver 12.3 16.; Brazil coffee 45·5 dot ton 19.1 cocoa 5·3 30.1 Chile copper 38.0 ni.trate 28.2 33.8 
Colombia coffee 58·4 petroleum 17·9 gold 13.2 10.5 Cost Rioa coffee 57· 5 bananas 23.5 cocoa 10.4 8.4 Cuba sugar 72·~ tobacco 5·9 21.4 Dom. Rep. sugar 59· cocoa 13.3 coffee 7·2 1~·7 Ecuador cocoa 21.1 minerals lg.2 petroleum 13.1 4 ·7 
El Salvador coffee 89.2 gold, silver 5·7 5·1 Guatemala coffee ~0 . 2 bananas 25.0 4·8 Haiti coffee 2.1 cotton 15.3 sugar 8.1 14·5 
Honduras bananas 82.3 gold, silver 9·0 8 .~ Mexico silver 21 .9 lead ~·9 petroleum ~-6 62. Nicaragua coffee 45·~ bananas 3 .o gold • 5 8.0 Panama bananas 73· 26.~ Paraguay cotton 28.4 auebracho 21-7 hides 12.3 3l· Peru cotton 27.3 petroleum 23.2 copper 12.8 3 • ~ 
II Uruguay wool 40.4 meat 9·4 hides 7·6 42. 
, Venezue~a . petroleum 89.0 coffee 5·2 5·8 
Source--Wythe, George, An Outline Of Latin American Economic Develt!>ment, P• 237 
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II ~ABLE IV 
q 
'I I, 
,I 
~ERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION AMONG li&~DING INDUSTRIAL NATIONS I· II II 
I! I' OF THE 'I 
1\ 
I 
AGGREGATE VALUE OF EXPORTS AND IUPORTS OF LATIN AlffiRICA I I 
I I I 
EXPORTS II 
•.ro To ;I 
United United 1'o To To To 
:I States Kinsel. om German;z E'rance Ita1;y: Ja;ean 
11932 32.1 1g.2 7·2 6.6 }.1 0.1 
!].933 29-4 22.1 6.9 6.2 0.3 i 
II !!1934 29-4 20.2 ~·9 5·0 0.4 1 93~ 32.8 1~.6 .o 4-7 2.2 0.8 i: 1 93 32.9 1 • 8 8.0 5·0 1. 9 1.6 ,. 1: 193~ 31.1 17-~ 8.7 4-0 3.1 1. I 1~93 33.2 1().b 1Q.4 4-1 1!'6 1.3 1: 
1·1939 33-5 16. 8 b.2 3.8 1.7 1.5 li 
,,1940 43.3 17.2 0.3 2.9 1.9 2.4 :! 
.1941 54·0 13.1 0.3 0.1 1.2 2 .. 7 1~942 53·4 14-8 ij I 
II 
i' IMPORi'S ,I 
:J 
~·rom From 
I 
II 
,, 
United United .!!' rom From ]'rom ]'rom i! States Kin~dom Germa!!l france Ita1l Japan 
li ;~932 32.3 16.3 9·3 4-8 5·4 1.1 
I 933 29.2 18.1 11.5 4·9 1.b 
I 1;1934 30.1 17-3 9·9 4-b - 2.8 
,,1935 31.7 14.7 13.0 3-7 2.6 3-7 
I 1'193b 31.5 13-5 15-4 3.3 2.~ 2.9 tL937 34· 3 12.b 1~-3 2.g 2. 2.7 
P- 93 d 33-4 12-5 1 .2 3.3 3.0 2.6 
1: 1939 40-4 10.9 13.1 3-5 2.3 1.8 ~940 ~1-7 11.8 1.2 2.0 l. g 3.0 11941 2.4 ~-8 0.5 0.1 0.1 2.6 
r 942 55·3 ·4 
I 
I' 
SDurce--u.s. Dept. ef Commerce, Bureau of Foreign and Domestic I 
Commerce 
I 
II 
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TABLE V 
DESTINATION OF 20 LEADING COMIWDITIES FROM THE LATIN AMERICAN REPUBLICS 
(1938 percentage distribution) 
Other Leading All others 
United Western European United p~rtly 
Commociity States Hemisphere Countries Kingdom European 
I 
I 
Petroleum 12 72 3 5 7 I 
I Coffee 57 0 27 1 15 1leats 5 0 14 i~ 7 Sugar 72 2 2 5 Copper 2~ 0 23 23 ~~ Wool 0 41 23 
Cotton 2 0 42 26 30 
Metals other than copper & tin 42 0 40 10 8 
Hides 24 0 46 9 20 
Wheat 0 53 13 13 20 
Flaxseed 26 0 55 18 
Corn 0 0 47 28 25 
Nuts,vegetable oils and waxes 52 0 ~~ 16 ;I:; Nitrate 40 0 4 27 
Cereals ex. aorn,wheat, linseed 7~ 0 53 22 21 Bananas 4 11 2 4 
Tin 2 0 12 84 2 
Cabinet woods, lumber 23 17 19 3 38 
Cacao 67 0 24 0 9 
ard fibe-rs 62 0 17 4 17 
'Source--u.s·. Dept. of t;ommerce, Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce 
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TABLE VI 
20 LEADI:NG UNITED STATES IMPORTS FROM LATIN AMERICA 
aommodity 
Coffee 
Suga r 
Bananas 
Copper 
Petroleum 
Flaxseed 
Hides. 
Vlo ol 
Caaao 
Nuts, vegetable oils, waxes. 
lifi trates 
Molasses 
Canned beef 
Sisal and henequin 
Metals other than copper and tin 
Quebracho 
Chicle 
Rubber 
Industrial diamonds 
'llapioca 
% of import 
fr om 
Latin America 
g6,o 
52.6 
100.0 
76.0 
97·2 
93.0 
37.2 
28.7 
40.2 
80.0 
99·7 
87.3 
99·8 
54·6 
23.5 
100.0 
100.0 
0.8 
Il.l 
1 •. 7 
.Value 
per jil ,OOO 
135, 220 
94,943 
29, 971 
28,075 
20,288 
22, 743 
lg,304 
15 452 
15:887 
10,570 
10,466 
10,287 
8,639 
8,205 
7,287 
3,573 
2,357 
1,~66 
100 
Source--Wythe, George, An Outline Of Latin American Economic 
Development 
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TABLE VII 
CRITIC·.AL AND STRATEGIC !VLATERIALS 0.!!1 THE UNITED ST'A•rES 
OBTAil~ED 1m0:M h ATIN AMERICA 
STRATEGIC* 
aluminum 
antimony 
chromium 
manganese 
mercury 
mic:a 
tin 
tungsten 
wool 
rubber 
CRITICAL* 
asbestos 
flaxseed 
fours par 
hides 
iodine 
kapok 
quartz 
tannin 
titanium · 
vanadium 
0ommodity 
As defined by U. s. Munitions Board 
% ]'rom 
Latin America 
25·4 
72.0 
10.4 
26.1 
9:5.2 
0.4 
1.2 
5·0 
40.0 
1.8 
1.1 
97·8 
0.2 
58·9 
100.0 }.6 
100.0 
71.2 
100.0 
gg.8 
29 
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TABLE IIX 
PRINCIPAL CO!vUIA:ODITIES" IN THE TRA'.DE OW THE UNITED STATES WITH 
LATIN AMERICA 
Ratio to Trade 
Commodity Millions of Dollars with all countries(~) 
19?8 19190 1938 19!2: 
Agricultural implements 2l.g 14-4 2g . o 18.7 
·Aircraft, including parts 12.0 7·5 17.6 2.4 Automobiles, including parts 67.6 74·5 25.0 2g.:; 
Bituminous coal ?.0 8.7 7·9 14.3 Chemicals and related products: 28.7 55·2 22.5 24·9 
Orude petroleum & refined oils 28e3 25-~ 8.3 9·9 J!;lectrical machinery & apparatus 31.4 40· 30.8 34.8 
Industrial machinery 53.1 bl.l lg.z 15.8 
Iron & steel mill manuf acturers 40.1 115.3 21. 22.3 
Lumber & wood products 12.8 13.~ 22.6 22.0 Meat s, fats, milk, & other 14·7 lg. 21.2 27.8 
edible animal products 
Paper & paper materials 7·7 22.7 20.6 23.0 
Rice, flour & other 34·7 37.2 g. 22 .1 
vegetable food products 
h.ubber & Manufactures 8.4 12.3 30.g 27·1 
Other commodities 94 .1 151.8 10.1 ' 14.0 
~J.lotal 489.7 718.5 16.0 18.3 
Continued 
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TABLE IIX-Cont. 
Rat io to 11r a de 
c ormnodit;y Mi l lions of Dollars 
1g38 191Q 
wi th all Countries( %) 
1938 1W! 
Imports from Latin America 
Bananas 28. 5 28.6 ~-1 54·J Cocoa 12.1 13.1 0. 2 40. 
Coffee 133.8 124-3 97·1 g8. 0 
Copper 26.6 51.0 70.2 70.6 
Crude petroleum & s emi-finishe d oils 18.9 ~7·6 ~9 ·6 ~2. 7 Cane Sugar 79·7 9·7 1.1 1.5 
Flaxseed 19 -~ 14 .o 99·0 9~ ·3 Hides 9· 2~-4 32.8 4 • 6 Wool 7-8 4 - ~ 34·5 55·2 Sodium Ni trate 10.~ 12. 100.0 100.0 Other commodities 99· 160.2 6.g 8: 4 
Source--Wythe, George, An Outline Of Latin American Economic Devel opment 
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CHAPTER III 
LEADING LATIN .AMERICAN EXPORTS AND 
THEIR STANDING IN TRADE WITH THE UNITED STATES 
Latin America's Chief E~port Products 
Latin America is chiefly an agricultural region. Out of 
twenty of her leading export products, ten are agricultural, 
three are pastoral, five a re minerals and two are fores~ pro-
ducts. The following list puts them into these clas s ifications 
Agricultural 
coffee 
cane sugar 
wheat 
corn 
rice 
meats 
hides 
petroleum 
copper 
tin 
lumber 
Pastoral 
:nuneral 
Forest 
bananas 
cacao 
linseed 
cotton 
hard fibers 
wool 
nitrate 
silver, lead and zinc 
nuts and Y.rax 
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Agricul tura.l :Products 
Coffee 
Coffee is the second commodity in order of value of the 
exports of Latin America. It is believed coffee is indigenous 
to Abyssinia and Arabia. and was cul tivated as far back as 
575 A. D. From these countries its cultivation spread through-
out the tropics in spite OI the Arabs' efforts to keep this 
growing industry a national monopoly. 
The story of the introduction of the plant from Europe to 
the American tropics is a romantic one, involving intrigue, ad-
venture, and hardships. However, the seedling flourished so 
well in its new home that in a few short years coffee was 
growing on many islands of the Garibbean. (The date of the in-
troduc tion of coffee to the American tropics was about 1720.) 
Coffee trees grow in prac tically all tropical regions , but 
it requires some definite conditions of soil, sunlight and 
moisture to do well. It thrives nicely on earth rich in potash, 
and we find some of the bes.t plantations grov1ing on the slopes 
of extinct and dormant volcanoes of the type found in Central . 
America and northern South America. Some species grow best at 
sea level while others do best at altitudes up to the frostl i ne, 
which in the tropics is about 6,000 feet. Coffee trees cannot 
endure drought . Sometimes va garies ofweather such as high wind 
and excessive rain have their effect on the crops. The rainfal l 
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must be plentiful, about 70 inches annually, but it must be 
evenly distributed throughout the year for best results. 
Neither can the plant stand intensive sunlight for long periods. 
In some of the hot lowland regions taller shade trees are 
planted to protect the coffee. Hillsides are good sites, since 
they have the advantage of receiving direct exposure t o the sun 
for only a part of each day, and have good drainage. 
The coffee exporting c.ountries of Latin America are Brazil, 
Colombia, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Venezuela, Haiti, 
Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Ecuador, the Dominican Republic, Cuba, 
Peru and Honduras. In these countries, coffee accounts for 
about 50 to 70% of total exports. 
Brazil is by far the greatest coffee producer. Of the 
four billion cof fee trees in the world, nearly three billion 
1 
are in Brazil. 
The principal consuming countries in normal times are: th 
United States, France, Germany, Netherlands, Belgium, Italy, 
Norway, Sweden, and Argentina. The United States is the great-
est consumer and has to import all she uses as she has no suit-
able areas for coffee culture. The United States takes 57% of 
total coffee exports from Latin America, wh;ich amounts to nearl 
half of the total exports from all countries. 
At the outbreak of World War II, European markets were 
closed. This threatened some countries dependent on coffee with 
bankruptcy. So in 1940 an Inter-American coffee agreement was 
reac hed giving the Latin American producers a proportionate 
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snare of principal sources 
in total value in 1949 
Other Vvestern 
53.9% 
Hemisphere 
Colombia Brazil 
Source--Coffee Statistics.Pan American Coffee Bureau p.l~ 
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share of the American market. 
Sugar Cane 
Sugar is the t hird commodity, in order of value, of the 
exports of Latin America. There is an old saying that goes , 
, "Suga r is to the taste what beauty is to the eye." Moat of us 
have a sweet tooth, and it took a war to show us how we can mis 
sugar. It has been estimated tha t more than half of the foods 
of the world have a sweet or sweetish t a ste, while only one-
third are salty and one-tenth are bitter or sour. 
Sugar cane is of uncertain Asiatic origin, but it is 
! thought that it was cultivated only in China and India prior to 
the fifth century A. D. Sugar was introduced to the eastern 
introduced to the West Indies. Here it grew very well, a nd soo 
hardly a vessel sailed for Europe without a cargo of the prized 
sweet "loaves". This area soon was dubbed the sugar bowl of the 
vrorld. 
Essentia lly sugar cane is a tropical plant, it grows in the 
regions of about 26°N. to 30°8. latitude. In the cooler areas 
---~-====~t=============================~======~============================~F========== 
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it takes longer to mature. Ideal conditions are a warm, moist 
growing season with about 45 inches of rain and a warm dry 
ripening season. The ripening season is important, because too 
much rain at this time will lower the sugar content of the cane 
Frosts cannot be endured by this plant. This fact limits cane 
production in the United States. 
All the countries of Latin America grow sugar cane, and 
all are self~sufficient in sugar except Chile, Bolivia, and 
Uruguay. fhe leading suga r exporters are Cuba, The Dominican 
Republic, Brazil and Argentina. 
Most of Cuba is well adapted to raising sugar cane. fhe 
limestone soils are fertile. It has a savanna climate with a 
distinct ury season, and frosts are practically unknown. As a 
result of these favorable conditions several crops are harveste 
from one planting. 
There are two areas in the United -States where sugar cane 
is grown. One is in Florida, of which much is land that has 
been made ava ilable by draining ~he ~verglades. The other area 
is in Louisiana, but his area is in the danger belt due to the 
occuranoes of frosts. 
Sugar beets are grown in 19 states and is a considerable 
industry, but it ha s to be protected. A quota sustem is in use 
whereby 30}b of the United States sugar supply must be produced 
within the United States { 75% is beet sugar); 2gr; comes from 
Guba; 26~ from Puerto Rico and Hawaii; 14% from the Philip-
=--==- J p~nes -~nd l jo from other countries, of which the Dominican 
II 
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Bepublic and Peru sup]:>ly the greater share. 
The United States is a great consumer of sugar, but it 
ranks about eighth in per capita consumption, after Hawaii, De 
mark, Australia, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, Canada and 
Sweden. Hawaii used 158 pounds per inhabitant, the United 
States, 93. 
Wheat 
In 1938, wheat held third place as to value of agriculture 
exports from Latin America, but now it is in fifth place. Pro-
duc ing countries are Argentina, Uruguay, Chile, Mexico, Brazil, 
Peru, .Bolivia, Col ombi a. and Guatemala. Of these only Argentina 
and Uruguay have considerable surpluses for export. .About 8% 
' 
· of the world production is raised by Latin America, of which 
85% is raised in Argentina. Along with the United States, Cana-
da and Australia, Argentina ranks as one of the four great wheat 
producers of the world. 
Most of the world production is in temperate areas with a 
subhumid climate merging almost to a steppe region. Wheat grows 
well with 15 to 35 inches of rain, and is best adapted to loam 
or clay soils. Drought and high temperatures will reduce yield 
The wheat belt of Argentina is crescent shaped stretching 
from southern Uruguay southwest to Santa Fe, then westward and 
southward to Bahia Blanca, then eastward on the southern edge of · 
3 
the humid Pampa. Here the soil is of sand silt or clay, which 
hold moisture rather well. '£he surface is flat or gently 
---~===~ 
rolling and is good f or machine agriculture. 
The Argentine belt is very similar to the winter wheat 
belt of the United States, except tha t the winters are much 
milder. In the u. s . whea t rests during the cold winter, but · 
Argentina there is no res t period and the plant grows during the 
\Y'inter. 
J!:urope is the export market f or wheat of Latin America; 
and like corn, during t he war great surpluses ac cumulated and 
some was burned as f uel because there was no market available. 
The United St a tes is gifted with the great :plains of the 
Mid-West tha t are excellent for raising whea t. Argentina,s 
belt is similar in tha t it is a great level treeless grassland, 
with f ertile soil, a corn belt to the east and a drier grazing 
area to the west. 
a om 
The number one crop of the America's is corn. It is grown 
on a s grea t an acreage and h~:;~ s a greater value. than that of 
wheat, oats, barley, rye and rice combined. It is not only im-
portant from an economic standpoint, but also because it is 
indigenous to this hemisphere, and has been closely tied up 
4 
the development of the entire western hemisphere. 
In La tin America it ranks fourth on the lis t of agricul tu 
exports. 
\~ Corn is grown almost a universal in all the countries of the Americas, and is crop. In La tin Americ a , Argentina and Brazil 
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are the greatest producers. Brazil uses all her crop for do-
mestic consumption, while most of Argentina's corn is exported. 
She supplies over 90% of this commodity exported from the Amer-
ican Republics. Her exports amount to about 75% of the world 
exports of corn. 
Moisture and temperature are the governing factors of 
yields. For best resul ts a moderate supply of rain and moderate 
temperatures should come during the first part of the growing 
season, with higher tempera.tures during the time the corn is 
maturing. Drought and heat during the first part of the grow-
ing season and early or late frosts. have a considerable effect 
·on the yield. 
The Argentine corn belt is located about 100 miles north-
west of Buenos Aires . It is a small area of intensive agricul-
ture , and resembles very muo.h the prairies of the inner corn 
belt of the United Stat.es. The soils are of alluvial deposits 
r ' 
that· have weathered into fine soils. The climate is also 
similar to that of the United c tates corn hel.t, except that the 
winters are much milder. 
M:iddle Europe was the Argentine ma.rket for corn. When 
World War II broke out and the European ma.rket was closed, 
Argentina had such a surplus of the commodity that it was used 
as fuel to get rid of it. 
Corn is the most important crop in the United States. 
Fifty per cent of the world's output is grown here, and most of 
it is used as animal ~eed. The corn belt includes a great area 
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around Illinois. ~:ehis is possibly the greatest agricultural 
area in the w0rld today. 
Rice 
Riee is an important article of food in most of the Latin 
American countries. The gr~atest producers are Brazil, Cuba 
and the Dominican liepublic. Brazil is by far the greatest ex-
porter, and most of the surplus goes to other Latin Amerie:an 
countries. 
The plant is indigenous to Africa, India and Indo China. 
The important factors in the product ion of rice are a cons.tan t 
supply of fresh irrigation water, suitable soils and a mean 
temperature of about 70° F. or above while the C;rop is growing. 
It is grown on coastal plains, tidal deltas and river basins in 
tropical, semi-tropical and temperage regions. 
One of the important · rice districts. of Brazil is. the Paraibl 
V~lley. Other good areas are on some. of the tributaries of the 
Amazon. There is also some upland rice grown in the Sao Pau...lo 
and Minas Gerais regions. 
The United States is also a rice producer. Irrigated fielcl: 
are located in Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas and California. Uru-
guay and Argentina were importers of United States rice until 
Brazil began to grow a surplus for export. 
Bariana.s 
In 1938, bananas held sixth place in value of agricultural 
exports, and in 1947 it held eighth pla~e. This ~ommodity is 
a product o:f the tropical rain forest and is indigenous to the 
East Indies or the Malay Arohepelago. 
The plant is an insatiably thirsty one., and a sof't porous 
soil \Vi th high humus CJ.Ontent and heavy rainfEJ,ll :forms a sui ta-
ble :field :for it. 
The- tropical lowlands of central and northern South America. 
are well suited for bananas. The Island Republies also have 
some production. The great banana exporters are Costa Rica, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Panama and 0olombia. Some of the lesser 
producers are Nia:aragua, Mexico and Cuba. 
The United States has no regions sui ted to bananas, but the 
banana is normally :found in all United States markets along witl 
apples and oranges. O:f all the food preducts that the American 
people were deprived of during the war, the banana was probably 
the one most missed. It is never out of seas.on, as there are 
harvests every day. 
The industry was given a great lift when the Groa Michel 
variety was developed. This type has a fine flavor and good 
shipping qualities. 
J!""ast, efficient shipping makes the venture very pro:fi table. 
llost plantations are operated by American companies. 
The banana is the first of' the Latin American valuable ex-
ports to the United States that fills 100% of' the United States 
imports of the commodity. It ia the market for more than 75% 
o.:f all the product '! grown in the Ame.r.ioan Republics. 
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Cocoa 
Seventh on the list of agricultural exports is cocoa. It 
is indigenous to the subtropical. and tropic:al p ortions of the 
Western Hemisphere. Latin .Ame·rica held a virtual monopoly on 
this commodity :for a long t i me, but lost it during the present 
century. As rubber was taken to the Asiatic colonial islands 
from South America, so too cocoa was taken from South America 
to colonial Africa. Suitable environmental conditions plus 
abundant cheap labor, he~ped make it the world• s gre·atest cocoa 
producer. 
The cocoa tree is exclusively a tropical plant, it thrives 
in low latitudes and high temperatures. It \Vill not flourish 
in a climate where the temperature falls belmr 60° F., nor at 
altitudes greater than 1,800 feet. The best soils for it are 
thick aluvial deposits covered with a thick humus layer. The 
soils should be moist , but well drained. Sometimes shade trees 
have t o be planted to protect the cocoa tree from the direct 
rays of the hot sum. 
All t he countries near the Caribbean raise coc?a, , but only 
Brazil, the D minican Republie, }!}cuador and Venezuela are con-
siderable exporters. In Central America, Costa Rica and :Panama, 
they do have some for e:xp·ort. 
The Unite<i States is the world's greatest cocoa consumer, 
and we take the greater part of the Latin American export and 
the rest from Africa. In 1940 we imp orted cocoa valued at 
$32,140,658; and only $12,177,605 worth came from the Western 
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VvOR LD COCOA PRODUCTIOl~ 
French 
57% 
Empire 
18% British 
Brazil 
~mpire 
Source-- 1941 Commodity Yearbook p.l40 
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Today, the Brit ish c olonies in e·quatorial Africa raise mor I 
than half of the world production of cocoa, and the Unit e d 
States buys more than half her imports f rom the area. 
Linseed or Flaxseed 
In 1938 this commodity was eighth on the list of agricul-
tural exports, bu.t in 194 7 it was in sixth place. Flax is a 
rather dependable crop in area s that r~ve an annual rainfall of 
20 inches or more and are free from het dry winds, and extremely 
high temperatures when the flax is blooming, f illing or ripen-
ing. A firm seedbed is necessary to provide a good stand, heav 
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Hemisphere, chiefly Brazil. The Pan Ameriean report says the 
production potentiality of Latin .America is sufficient to supplJ 
all the United States requirements. and is doing its best to 
encourage more imports of the commodity from the Amerie!an He-
publics. 
Some of the Centra l a,ml South American cocoas are finer 
grades, called "Flavor grades", and bring a higher price tban 
regular grades. 
Today, the British c olonies in equatorial Africa raise more 
than half of the world production of cocoa, and the Unit e d 
States buys more than half her imports f rom the area. 
Linseed or Flaxseed 
In 19)8 this commodity was eighth on the list of agricul-
tural exports, but in 194 7 it 1gas in sixth place. Flax is a 
rather dependable crop in area s that have an annua l rainfall of 
20 inches or more and are free from hot dry winds, and extremely 
high temperatures when the flax is blooming, fil ling or r ipe n-
i ng . A firm seedbed is necessary to provide a good stand, heavy 
soils free from weeds are preferable. 
Flax is native to New Zealand. The aboringes used the 
fiber taken from the l&aves to make clothing. Both fiber and 
seed cannot be harvested from one planting. For fiber, the 
leaves must be harvested before the seeds are fully ripe. 
In Latin America, the plant is grown for seeds. Argentina 
and Uruguay are the only exporters. Argentina is the greatest 
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producer and exporter in the world. It is grown in the corn 
belt region where soil and ~~imate are good for the plant. 
Two other producers of flaxseed are the United States and 
India. In the United States it is also grown in the corn belt 
area. Although a great producer the United States is also an 
importer. Great amounts of linseed oil are used in industry 
as it is the most important natural drying oil · used in the pro-
tec tive coating field beoause of its inherent oxidizing proper-
ty. This property of absorbing oxygen from the air makes it a 
: I, 
protective coating unexcelled by any other natural drying oil . 
It is used chiefly in paint, varnish and linoleum. 
Linseed is the greatest single crop exported by Argentina 
to the United States. Normally the United States takes about 
one - third of Argentina• s production. 
C'otton 
In 1938 cotton was the nitlth in importance of the A~rican 
Republic's agricultural products for export , howeve~, in 1947 
it had jumped to take third place. Cotton is indigenous to 
Latin America and is rather extensively grown there today . In 
the past 20 years, cotton production has doubled. The greater 
part o:f the increase has been in Brazil. This -c-ountry had its 
start in the export of cotton during the Civil War of the United 
States, when England had to look elsewhere for cotton that had 
come from the southern states. 
0 . 0 The general limits o:f cotton growth are 40 N. to 30 S. • 
latitude. (The northern limit of aotton in the United States 
is about }7~N.) 1~e plant requires at least 200 frost free 
days to grow, and a considerable number of these should be over 
70°F. Plenty of sunshine is needed, and about 20 inab:rs of 
rain are essential to a good yield. The amount of moisture 
controls the length of the fibers, and long fibers bring premiun: 
prices. 
Long staple c.otton is grown under irrigation, this method 
allows the plant to get both water and sunshine, and produces 
the better fibers • 
. Cotton grows on any type soil where climatic conditions are 
favorable. Producing countries are Brazil, Peru, Argentina, 
r~exico, Colombia, Ecuador, Gua.temala, Nicaragua and El Salvador. 
Of these, Brazil, Peru, Argentina and Mexico are exporters, but 
the two former a ountries export tbe greater share. Most of the 
cotton of Brazil is grovm in the higher land behind the south-
east aoast, where the climate is simila r to that of our south~rn 
states. Here mostly upland aotton is grown. Mos·t os the aotton 
of Peru is raised on irrigated land. Some is . grov.'Il on dry land 
with little moisture that yields a very coarse cotton. Peru 
with its climate tbat lacks distinct seasonality is able to 
harvest three and four crops from cme planting. 
The united ~tates is a great. producer and exporter. Most 
of our product is the upland variety with not too long a staple. 
Some long staple cotton is raised where irrigation is possible. 
Our southern states have be.en kno\l'm for cotton production, but 
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about half of our arop is grown west of the -Mississipp i River. 
Imports of cotton to the United States is for special purposes. 
The long staple cotton from Peru and Egypt is used in making 
fine sewing thread. And from Peru, India and China comes a 
coarse cotton that resemble.s wool tha t is used for ru.gs and 
other things. Due to our <7J\Tll production we do not import any 
upland cotton. 
Latin America produces a number of hard fibers, bu~ the 
most important are henequen and sisal. Both Of these are specfu 
of the agave plant. This plant is indigenous to Yucatan and 
grows well in the subhumid limestone plains of the. Gulf and 
Caribbean areas. 
Producers of the fiber are Mexiec:> (Yucatan}, Cuba, Haiti 
and El Salvador. In 1938 exports of sisal and henequen from 
here amounted to 34% of the world total, and Ue·xic.o accounted 
for 28% of it. 
The United St~tes is the greatest importer of the hard 
fibers. They are used in the making of binder twine The use 
of the fiber has increased with the use of the harvester com-
bine. 
Florida is of a similar geologie structure as Yucatan, and 
the plant grows in the region. However, we find it growing w.ild 
or semi-wild and not used for the £iber. Harvesting of the pro-
duct requires a great deal of hand labor, and Florida doesn't 
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have cheap labor available to make it profitable. 
Abaca or manila hemp is another fiber tha t is starting to 
be produced in the American Republics. It grows in warm humid 
regions , and attempts are being made to .grow the fiber on old 
I banana plantations. The Philippines and areas of the Far East 
Jhave been the great source of supply. Here there ia an abundance 
I of cheap labor to harvest the crop. Wheather or not Latin 
1America can compete with this cheap labor will determine the 
success or failure of abaca production. 
Ehe Pastoral Products ~~~------~~· ~~----
· Latin America's great exports of meat, wool, and hides c 
come mainly from one general area. ~his region is found mostly 
in Argentina, but includes also parts of Uruguay and southern 
Brazil. This region is broken down to the Dry Pampa, the Humid 
Pa~pa and Patagonia. This is the region that also produces 
wheat, corn, and linseed. The area supports about 40 million 
cattle, 50 million sheep, 10 million horses and 8 million goats.~ 
Latin America has less than one-fifth of the total number 
I of cattle in the world, yet she exports three-quarters of all 
fresh beef and veal and nearly all the canned beef that enters 
international trade. 
~ · •. ; . .i ~- · TP,i·EL r.egion ·,as ~Jwss .~ rne;ntione·d :'before ·::rasembl:es _ i ~n sot);le ways 
the great plains of the United States. There ar5l cl~Q i !tregions 
to the west,--in Argentina they extend to the northwest and 
southwest,--and humid grain producing areas to the east. dere 
tne winters are mild, providing for year-round pasturage. 
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The cattle are raised in the drier areas and then moved to 
the humid eastern region where they are fattened on lush pas-
tures of alfalfa. 
Meat is the leading product of the pampa. A combination 
of purebre.d stock, year-round pastures and the excellent alfal 
contributed to the production of high-quality beef, mutton, 
por·k and wool. 
The great market for Argentine meat is Europe. Many ~ople 
would like to see the United S.tates market opened to fresh Ar-
gentine beef, but it has been denied entry on the ground that 
it might be contaminated with hoof and mouth disease. The real 
reason for . the embargo is: year~round pastures, excellent 
alfalfa, cheap land, cheap labor, and a seaboard loc·ation give 
conditions that American producers cannot compete with. The 
' South American-pastures can produce good beef at about one-half 
6 
the cost that is can be produced in the United States. 
Wool is the second oommodi ty of this region, it is e.s.peoi-
ally important in the Patagonia area. Here the land is drier 
and the pastures poorer, but satisfactory for sheep. Like rreat, 
most of the wool was moving to Europe, but due to the dec:rease 
in the number of sheep and a rising standard of living in the 
United States, more wool from South America is needed. 
Imports to the United States of apparel-class wool come 
mostly from Australia and Argentina, while lesser quantities 
come from Uruguay and New Zealand. 
Hides are another commodity of the animal industry, and 
there is a good market for them in the United States. Here 
hide production ramy exceeds 8516 of domestic demand, and the 
rest is imported principally from South America. In normal 
times the United States takes about 27% of the exports, .while 
Europe takes about 50%. 
~hese three pastoral commodities ac.count for over 15% of 
the aggregate value of exports from Latin America. Argentina if 
responsible for most of this production, and as we find the 
United States produces all three commodities we have less trade 
between these two countries. 
Mineral Products 
Petr0leum 
The first interest in the "New World" was aroused by the 
stories of the fabulous mineral wealth it contained. Many 
Spani.sh explorers spent years in search of "Eldorado" (the city 
of gold ) . Gold was for many years the chief export of the area 
now oacupied .by Latin America. Today mineral exports are still 
important. Most of the products extracted are exported because 
there isn't much us e for them in the Latin Republics. Year by 
year a greater portion of the production is being kept as indus-
tries grow. 
Since 1810 there has been a significant development in the 
petroleum industry. 1'he second most important oil region of the 
world is the Caribbean basin. Today it is probabl y the greatest 
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producing basin. It includes the lands bo.rdering the Caribbean 
Sea and the Gulf of Mexic o. There are also other parts of 
Central and South America that have not as yet been explored 
for oil. Resources may be even greater than we think. 
The United States shares in this region with the gulf 
states on the northern part of the Caribbean Basin. Pr oved re-
serves of the region are 20 billion barrels of oil. Of these 
12 billion are within the borders of the United States. 
To the west and south of this basin are Central and South 
America . Here vre find rich fields in Mexico, Venezuela and 
Colombia. Venzuela is the greatest of the Latin American pro-
ducers and has proven resources of 7 billion barrels, 
Oil exporting countries of Latin America are Colombia, 
Mexico, Peru and Venezuela. Oi l exports in Venezuela equal al-
most 90% of the value of all her exports; in Peru, 23 %; in 
Colombia 17%; and in Mexico 5%• 
The United States imports great quantities of oil e i ther 
directly from the American Hepublics or as a re-export, from th 
Netherlands West Indies. The United States is a great producer 
of oil and the world's greatest consumer. :t'he whole economy 
of the nation depends on a continuous adequate supply. As the 
Na tional Petroleum Council states: 
"An adequa te supply of oil is essential -co the 
American standard of living. Oil in increasing 
quantities will be required in the future to meet 
the needs of our expanding economy. A prime weapon 
of victory in two world wars, it is a bulwark of our 
national security." 
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What they produce and What they consume 
Geographic zone 
United States 
North and Central 
America ( ex. U.s.) 
South America 
Europe 
Afrie:a 
Asia 
Australia 
Producers % of 
total 
61.33 
3.01 
12.37 
13.14 
0.14 
10.01 
o.oo Ioo.ob 
Consumers 70 of 
total 
62.01 
5-18 2.8g 
23.23 
0.87 
4.6q 
l.lb Ioo.oo 
Source: National Petroleum Council, 1948 
Copper 
Copper is the seeond important mineral of Latin America, 
but i.t is the most important metal . Most copper deposits a r e 
the result of heated waters related to volcanic aetivity. Chile 
M:exiao, Peru and Cuba are the important producers~ Chile ranks 
second in world production, next to the United 0tates. 
1l'he United States is the greatest producer and consumer .of 
copper and has always imported the metal from the American Re.-
publics. Some of the imports were just sent here for refining 
and then re-exported. ~ In normal times some United States Opper 
is also exported. Du~ing the war, imports from Latin America 
were used to supplement local supplies due to the requirements 
of ournational defense. Fifty per cent of all copper mined is 
used for electrical usages. -It is malleable, ductile and has a 
high degree of electrical conductivity. The metal ranks second 
in world use next to iron. C.opper is of invaluable importance 
to any industrial nation. 
American capital controls most of the large producing com-
panies in Latin America and this is the main factor in keeping 
a flow of the metal to the United States at all times. 
Tin 
Tin is another of the twenty leading export products of 
Latin America. Producing countries are Bolivia, Mexico and 
Argentina. Bolivia is the greatest producer of the American Re-
publics, and it consti tut.es almost 70% of her exports. 
Bolivian tin is found in veins deep below the surface of 
the earth and is expensive to mine. In normal times it would 
not be able to mine tin profitably were it not for the Interna-
tional Tin Cartel. The organization controls prices and pro-
duction and gives Bolivia a favorable quota. 
'Mines in southeast Asia and Indonesia are operated as large 
dredging operations. They also are in an area of abundant cheap 
labor. This combinations could produce tin at far less cost 
than Bolivia could compete with. 
The recent war had a favorable effect on Bolivia as it ma.de 
other sources of tin inaccessible • . In recent years t here has 
been added interest in her tin mines. 
The United States although the world's greatest consumer of 
~in { 40% of world output}, never had any important tin smelters. 
!rhe metal was usually obtained in bars or blocks chiefly from 
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British. Ma+~ya. During World War II, a smelter was built in 
Texas and the United States is now importing some tin ore. 
Latin America is our nearest source of tin. 
Nitrates 
Chile possesses the only knovm commeraialdeposi ts of natur-
al nitrates in the world. The deposits were discovered early 
in the northern part of Chile.~in the dry Atacama Desert area. 
The Spaniards first used the nitrate in making gunpowder . Later 
it was discovered to be valuable as a commercial fertilizer. 
This commodity before World War I accounted for 75% of 
Chilean exports. Then other sources of chemical nitrogen we:re 
discovered and expanded till they undermined ~he dominant posi-
tion of Chilean nitrate. The government had leaned heavily on 
revenue received from the commodity, and as its export s de clined 
it had a crippling effeat on the nations economy. 
Exports of nitrates are still important and the product is 
still used in the United States and other countries as a ferti 1 :i. 
zer. (Nitrates for other uses are obtained from synthetic 
plants.) 
As copper in Chile was. controlled by New York, nitrates are 
7 
controlled from London. '1'his could be 'the reason for the induS:.· 
try's aontinued operation on a large scale. 
The Uni te.d States takes almost half of the Chilean product. 
Here nitrogen fixation plants have not been developed to a maxi-
mum, the reason might be in keeping up the the "Good Neighbor 
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Policy". 
Silver, Lead and Zinc 
These are other important mineral exports of Latin Americ~ 
Principal producing countries are Mexico and Peru. S:ihrer has 
been an important mineral export of Mexico since early times, 
and still is. The free metals combined equal about 2% of the 
total value of Latin American exports; most of which goes to tbe 
United States. 
These metals occur in the United States, but not in suffi-
cient quantity to supply the demand of its industry. 
The seven mentioned minerals are important to the American Re-
publics for their export value. 1~ere are other minerals pro-
duced here tha t have strategic or critical value to other naticn 
expecially the United States. ( See Chapter II, Table VI, p ~9) 
The following chart lists minerals important to the United 
States that are produced in Latin America , and principal count-
ries of origin: 
Antimony 
Iodine 
Iron 
Mercury 
Quartz 
Titanium 
Vanadium 
Bolivia, Mexico 
Chile 
Brazil, Chile 
Mexico 
Brazil 
Peru 
Forest Products 
Lumber 
The most important wood shipped from Latin America are 
tropical hardwoods. These are better known as cabinet woods 
used in making fine furniture. It is well suited for this be-
cause of its structure. It is solid with no distinct growth 
rings due to the c-ontinuous growing season of the moist tropiaal 
forests. Mahogany iS' the best known of this type of wood. Ex-
porting countries are Mexico, Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala, 
Cuba, Venezuela and Colombia. The United States usually takes 
about 20% of the total production of this type wood. 
Another wood of tropical Ameriaa is balsa. This is. the 
chief export from Eouador 1 s forest and it goes principally to 
the United States. This wood was invaluable during the war, it 
was used for aircraft eonstruction, rafts, life preservers and 
buoys. 
Extract, Wax and Nuts 
'l'he forests of La tin America yield many other produats than 
lumber; one is quebracho extract. It is an excellent tanning 
material that comes from the quebraoho tree that grows well in 
the Chaco area of Argentina and Paraguay. The climate here is 
similar to that of Florida. There are no other similar sources 
in any part of the world from which this valuable material can 
so easily be extracted. 
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Jl 
The tree growns under peculiar conditions. It occurs in 
i 
' dense gr()wth only in places where the ground water is particu-
1 
larly salty. Streaks of salt water in the chaco area have 
never been adequately explained, but it seems to be responsible 
for the presence of this valuable source of tannin. 
I The United States due to the chestnut blight has to look 
J
1 
elsewhere for tannin, and quebracho is the answer. In normal I 
I 
li 
times 16 to 20% of production is imported from Latin America. 
1
Much of the rest goes to Europe. Another forest product is 
This comes from the leaves of the carnauba palm 1
1 
I 
carnauba wax. 
that grows in the drier areas of north-eastern Brazil. ~he wax 
has a comparatively high melting point for a wax and is used in 
lithe manufacture of phonograph rea ords, 
\dries with a hard durable finish. 
and polishing waxes. It 
I 
I ~ 
,, 
1: 
I Northern Mexico also produces a wax called oandemlia. It ;l 
uses and for some purposes is interchangeab~ :.has many industrial 
I 
!~ith carnauba wax. 
II ;I 
11 
The United States doesn• t produce either one, but uses a 
!! grea t deal of each. Over 50% of the production of each is s ent 
l:to the United States. 
1: 
li Also from the forests of Brazil come a variety of nuts that 
1yield drying oils, some are: 
I 
castor beans, aitiaioa. nuts and 
I 
I 
ii 
I 
' I 
:I jbabassu nuts. 
!I 
All of . .these a re imported into the United States 1: 
,I 
'either as oil il . or nuts. The oiJ. of the babassu is in oompetit i onii ~ jl 
Although cocoanut oil is e asier and less ex- j iiwith coconut oil. 
I, 
,:pensive to obtain, bs.bassu oil is given a favorable tariff 
,J 
il 
'I I, 
II 
\I 
II 
1: 
I 
I. 
I 
'I 59 I. 
treatment in accordance with an agreement with Brazil. -~-
Chicle is another of the forest products. It is the 
I 
j of the Achras Zapata tree that grow~s wild in the American 
I 
latex lj 
tro- li 
I 
I• 
11 1 pies. Exporters are rliexico (Yucatan) and Guatemala. The 
il 
St a tes takes about go% of production and the rest goes t 1 
I, 
~~ United 
I 
, Canada and the United Kingdom. It is the principal cons tituent ! 
' d 
I
I in the manufacture of chewing gum base. 
i The forests yield many other lesser products, but these 
1
1 mentioned are the products that hold their place o:f high value 
•I 
I• 
;1 in the Latin American export trade. 
'I I, 
I, 
I' I 
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I 
li 
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'I 
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Ji 
Cona1usians 
On the whole, the United States and Latin Ameriaa aarry on: 
II To have this trade, considerable trade with each other. II a 
'j there must eXist a demand on one side and supply on the other. 
lr 
11 We know the United Stat.es is a g:reat manufa(}turing nat ion, and 1 
:i eur products are wanted by most of the na tiona of the world. j 
11 The countries of Latin America are no exaeption. (See Table I 
jl I, 
·I VIII, P•].f) ) 
II 11 
'J'i We are also a great a grieultural nation. The great agri- :1 
/I i~ cultural staples, corn, cotton, wheat and meats are among our ,; 
:\ product s . They are also products of Latin Ame r ica; so there 
li aan be little if any place for these in trade between the two. j 
1: (These are products of temperate latitudes.) ,, 
:1 Out of the twenty leading export eomrnodities of the Latin !I 
:1 !i 
., Republics, the United States takes a oonsider~ble quantity of 
I 1 fifteen. 
:I 1. 
2. 
;. 
4· 
~: 
~: 
9· 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15· 
aoffee 
bananas 
cocoa 
lumber 
forest extracts 
sugar 
hard fibers 
linseed 
hides 
wool 
petroleum 
copper 
tin 
nitrates 
silver, lead, zinc 
a tropical product 
a tropiual product 
a tropical product 
tropical hard and soft wood 
tropical forest products 
tropical or subtropical pro- I 
tropical or subtropical duct 
t .emperate product 
animal product 
animal product 
I 
I 
mineral product 
mineral produat 
mineral product 
mineral prod111wt 
mineral product 
I 
p 
il 
il 
The tropical products are imported because the United 
States has no supply of its own. They are needed either in 
industry, or are what we may a:all necessities of our high 
standard of living. 
The two subtropical products are imported because we do 
not produce enough for our own needs, or can't produce it 
economically. 
The two animal products are imported because they are 
needed in industry to supplement our own supply. The same is 
true for the one temperate crop. 
The minerals are imported either becauf3e we do not pro-
duce them or we do not have enough to supply our industrial 
needs. 
Fram this we oan determine that the geogr.:aphic bases in 
the trade of these products are: 1. climatic differences, 
2. unequal distribution of minerals and metals, and 3. an 
advanced economic development. 
These prodacts make up the greater part of our trade with 
Latin America. They also make up a great part of all the 
trade of Latin America. They are very important to the 20 
American Republics as they supply the American dollars with 
which to buy automobiles, industrial and agricuitural machinery, 
coal, chemicals, and other manufactures. 
Besides these valuable exports the American Republics also 
sup~1y some of the strategic and crit ical materials to the 
United State.s (See table VII, p.23). Some of these such as 
;--
11 mercury, iodine, quartz, titanium and vanadium do not bring 
·1 great returns 1D Latin America., but are invaluable to our 
eeonomy. 
Of twenty stra tegic and ~ritical products imported from 
the 20 American Republics, fourteen are minerals, three are 
.,, 
I 
II 
:I I, 
I 
II 
I! 
I ' ,, tropical, two are animal and one is temperal e. I 
J, The geographic bases of the trade of these goods are also:JI 
1. climatic differences, 2. unequal distribution of mineral ·j 
and metals, and 3. an advanced economic development. 
II The 
~"i ducts to 
11 reasons. 
I: 
I! 
geographic reasons for the flow of United States pro- 1 
',I Lati:Q America can also be summed up as the same three 
I 
ll 
de-jl 
climatic differ- il 
I 
i 
From this we can see that the trade in both directions 
pends mostly on three geographic factors--!. 
ences, 2. unequal distribution of minerals and metals, and 
differences in economic development. 
Another factor in some areas could be included, and that 
is distance. On the whole, the distances between the gre·atest 
Latin American ports and the great markets of the United States
1 ,I 
•I 
and Europe are not too different. I 
I l!1rom this we can see why the United States does not trade 
I equally with all Latin Ameriean countries, expecially Argentinj i 
j: The re publie lies in tempera te latitudes and bas surpluses simi~ 
\ 
1
11 
; lar to those of the United States. 
I! 
!I 
ll 
'I 
J; 
"The possibilities of increa sing .American imports 
from Latin America , while capable of considerable ex-
!' 
I 
~ I 
\I 
li 
II 
li 
I 
II 
j: 
il 
I 
II 
1\ 
li 
I 
I' 
.I 
!! 
,, 
d i: 
,; 
I 
I 
I 
,\ 
l' 
ii 
I 
I 
,I 
,\ 
!I 
I 
II 
., 
' I ~ : 
,; 
I' 
I 
1. 
1!1 pansion, are definitely limited. With the exception 
of coffee, bananas, cacao, rubber, and manganese, jl\ 
the principal Latin American staples are competitive 
with similar products of the United States. And 
while the United States regularly imports large 
quantities of sugar, tobacco, hides and skins, wool, 
linseed and other vegetable oil materials, copper, 
iron ore, and petroleum, the influence of American pro-
ducers would quickly make itself felt through Con-
gress, if efforts were made by the government to 
stimulate any market increase in imports from Latin 
Amer i C'a. The total potentialities :from augmented im-. 
ports of such lines as fibers., Argentine and Chilean 
wines, off season fru~ts, hardwoods, alpaca wool, 
yerba mate, carnauba wax and o:i·tioica oil for the i.\ 
paint and varnish industry, special processed food-
stuffs and manufactured specialties and novelties '!'! 
for the department store trade, are not to be ignored 
in any plan to increase our Latin American purchases. 
However, this field does not promise a considerabLe 
volume of trade, and is limited not only by the capa-
city of the American market, but by production 
difficultie.s in certain lines."l 
I 
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ABSTRACT 
Abstract 
The United St a t es and La tin Americ a make up the greater 
part of the Americas. Both of these l ands had similar early 
11 beginnings as portions of the "New World". They were disoovere 
:~ in the latter years of the sixteenth century, and soon were ex-
•: 
~: plored and settled by Europeans. With the passing of the years II 
'!:::1 :~it:: ::a :e:i:::y d::::::::a~:: :d t::u:::;::s:e:: t ::n a i:r::: 'I 
I' i\ agricultural nation. Latin America on the other hand ha s been 
!Slower in development. Her economy is still in an early stage 
il of development; and she i s still 
'I j1u pon 
dependent as she was years age ;1 
'I agri cultural and extractive industries. 
" I 
:1 Latin America, 
:
1
t wenty republics of the Viestern Hemisphere lying south o:f the 
'I i[Uni t ed States. 
as referred to in this study cons ists of thei\ 
~his region is broken down into three sections : 
'I \C ent~al America , consisti ng of the S outhern por t ion of North 
.mer1ca; The Island Republics, of Cuba and Hispaniola; and South 
I 
{ me r i ca. 
i! All of Latin America lies between n°n. and 56oA. South 
r erica makes up the greater part of Latin America, and has its 
r~rea.test land mass near the Equ a tor. This puts much of Latin 
~erica in the topics. Subtrop ical areas are both to the north j 
land sout h, bu t only to the south does Lati n America ext end into I· 
i\ I 
J\the mi ddle l a titudes ; a nd here the cont inent is narrow giving l 
~ i ttie l a nd area in the temperate regions • II 
i; i 
il ,, 
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'I 
!I 
il 
)) 
'I 
I 
; 
il 
'i II 
I 
I At these middle latitudes in South America are the only I 
!areas that show a resemblance to alimates of the UnitedStates • . I 
I ' 
. The coast of Chile corresponds to the coast of California, : 
i\ : 
!, I qOregon and Washington; and southeastern Brazil, Uruguay and 1 
II 
ji northeastern Argentina correspond to our southe~n states. jJ 
II I 
I
'; . There -is little trade between these areas and the United : 
!
States, because they produce in general similar products. Chil, 
! raises wheat, corn, cattle and other crops similar to those of 
I 
1 the United States. Such products do not cre.ate a surplus in 
Chile or a demand in the United States. Also in Chile a re de-
l 
. posits of nitrates, copper and other minerals needed in the 11 
I ,J 
;l uni.ted States. Here is a surplus and a demand resulting in il 
!I considerable trade. 
'I Southern Brazil, Uruguay and Argentina also raise similar 
I 
[
crops to those of the United States. Argentina has the best 
., land of the area in the Pampa. This area ~·oduces meat, corn, 
\wheat and linseed in great quantities. Since all of these 
I 
lproducts are competitive with those of the United States, the 
" 
11 trade of this region is directed towards the European market. 
I! Praatically all of the lea ding export products of the rest 
:; of Latin America find a ready ma rket in the United States. 
:Is ome of the ag>;"i aultural prod11cts are: 
1: Coffee--The les.d ing agricultural export crop of Latin 
ol 
l!America. 
!:ca. The 
,, 
!! 
It is a tropical orop, and grows well inCentral Ameri-!!,ll 
Island Republ ics,and northern South America and es-
!!pecially 
!I 
11 
in Brazil. The latter is the greatest coffee produc er !1 
I 
6g 
II 
1: 
j\ in the world . 
" 
II 
!I \I !j 
large quantities to be imported. Suga r cane is gron i n all 
of the America n Republics, but most United St a tes imports come lj 1: 
II 
Cane sugar--This i s a subtrop ical crop, and is produced 
in the United States in very limited quantities, allowing for 
1 :from the Caribbean area. \I 
!! 
:I I; 
il 
' 
Bananas--A tropical fruit which, by means of modern f as t 
transportat i on and e ff icient handling, is as common in the 
:fru it stands of the United States as apples. 
Cocoa--A tropical product of which the United States is 
the greates t consumer. The pla.nt is indigenous to Latin Ameri-
ca, but the area lost :first place in production to Afr ica. 
1 Today the United States r~ceives less than half of its imports 
il of cocoa from Latin America . 
Linseed--'fhis is one of the few temperate products of 
!i 
li 
II 
I' 
i 
I 
I Latin America that 
I 
the United St a tes imports in great quantitie · 
producer of linseed, but the de·- I I l 1'he latter country is a gre.at 
mands of industry make it ne cessary to import the commodity to 
supplement our supply. 
Henequen--This is another subtropical crop with very 
\ limited growth in the United States . Although some land in 
Florida is suited to the cultivation of henequen it is not 
economically profitable to raise it, because the cheaper labor 
in Latin America is hard to compete with. 
The commodities me ntioned are the lea ding agricultural im- i 
, ports of the United States from Latin America. All except 
70 
1l 
i! li linseed are either tropical or subtropical, and are not ex-
'1 II tensively grown in the United States • 
. ,, 
jl ll The leading past oral products imported by the Uni ted 
1
':. States from the other American Republics are: 
II 
I
. Wool--This eommodi ty was always imported in limited 
I amounts, but today is imported on a larger seale. This is 
\: aause of the decrease in the number of sheep in the United 
1! States, and a rising standard of living. 
I 
be-
I Hides--~he United States has seldom been able to supply 
I more than 85% of the demands of her industries for hides. 
South America has always been depended up on to supplement our 
supply. 
I Other pastoral products are imported, but not in impor-
II 
!! 
i' 
i 
:1 
:I 
!I 
il 
!I 
'I 
:I 
I' il 
1! 
il 
!' 
1 tant amounts. An example is aanned beef. All imports of this 
; product come from Latin America~ but it is a small item. 
l1 i 
1 Fore s t products also hold a place in the import tra de from 1 
I the other American republics. The important ones are: 
·I Lumber~-The wood that enters this trade is either tropical 
1 ha rdwood such as mohogany or tropical softwood such as balsa. I; l . ,: 
I! Extra~t--Quebrac)>o is the most important extract. It is !1 
i! a product of the chaco a:r;ea, and is extracted from a tree that I' 
i grows only in this area. ( It is a tannin rna terial) I 
I 
The last group of products are minerals. Some are pro- I 
duced in the United States ,' but the demands of industry require 
I 
1 considerable amounts of minerals and metals to be imported. 
I ! I 
\( Latin America has them as a surplus because minerals and metals !I 
- _ ____.,. __ 
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I' 
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are not yet needed in great quantities in her economy. Some 
the minerals are: 
P~troleum--A mineral on which the economy of the United 
States depends. 
Copper--Valuable for electrical uses, it is malleable, 
li 
,, 
0 • 
I 
I ductile, and has a high degree of electrical conductivity. 1 
I 
Tin--This metal is not found in the United States, and ha , 
to be imported. 1 
I 
I 
Nitrates--Chile is the only place in the world where 'jl 
natural deposits of commercial nitrates are found. 
Silver, Lead and Zink--All three 
United States, but they are needed to 
I 
of these are mined in the 
supplement our supplies. !I 
The commodities mentioned make up the bu~k of the export ii 
.I 
li 
,j 
., 
I trade of Latin America to the United States. - All other pro-
/ 
i 
i' ducts are of lesser importance, except those listed by the Mu- I' 
II 
I 
I 
li nitions Board of the United States as eritical or strategic to 
II 
'' the welfare of the country. 
II 
II 
I 
Imports to Latin Ameriea from tha United States are mainly 1 
manufactured or processed goods. Tractors, trucks, railroad 
equipment, airplanes, chemicals, coal, etc. are needed by all 
I 
1 the Latin American Republics. This need and our surplus helps 
[ to keep tra~e going in both directions. 
The geographical basis of this trade between the two areas 
I' 1 can be summed up from this study as being: 1. ·climatic 
differenees, 2. . Un~qual distribution of minerals and metals, 
and 3. Differenc~s in economic development. 
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